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|daho Standards and Applications

for

12" Grade Civics and Government

Section 3: Special Districts

To begin this discussion of special districts, write the following definition of a special
district on the board:
A special district is an independent unit of government
created to deliver of provide a single service.

Give the students a little time to think about special districts and then ask them if they can
give any examples within their county. Here are some interesting examples of special
districts across the nation:

- irrigation districts (Idaho)

- mosquito abatement districts (Idaho)

- ambulance districts (Idaho)

- mine drainage districts (Colorado)

- beach-shore preservation districts (Florida)

- stadium districts (Georgia)

- fencing districts (Arkansas)

- television districts (Montana)

- convention districts (Boise keeps trying to set this up)

- geothermal heating districts (Oregon)

- predatory animal control districts (Wyoming)

- soil conservation districts (Kansas)

- library districts (Idaho)

- gopher districts (Idaho)

- flood control districts

- ar pollution districts

- urban renewal districts

- solid waste disposal districts

Additional information regarding special districts:

Specia districts are formed because the people see the need for a particular
service that is not provided by local government or is of such a nature that the service
involves more than one unit of local government. A good example would be a mosquito
abatement district. In areas of particularly bad mosquito infestation, people have created
a specia district whose only purpose is to levy taxes in order to provide the necessary
equipment, chemicals, and manpower necessary to spray for mosquitoes. Another good
example is found in the article on the Boise County ambulance district. None of the
small towns mentioned in the article could feasibly afford to provide ambulance service
for its small population. So, the voters in severa towns proposed to create a special
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After the Students have completed the three property tax notices, they should determine
that the following three variables affect the amount of property tax a homeowner will
pay: the assessed value of their real property; the location (code area) in which the
property lies; and the tax rate that is set by each of the taxing unitsin the code area.

Notice that the property owner #2 has a higher adjusted value than does the property
owner #1, but property owner #2 pays lessin property taxes.

If you obtained the plats for the various special distracts in your county, make overhead
transparencies of them. Choose one area of the county and color it in. Then overlay each
of the special district maps to illustrate the many different taxing units in which a person
lives.

Optional Activities:

Take your students to the County Courthouse and arrange for the County Assessor
to talk to your students about the assessment process and property taxes.
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